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Adolfo Pérez Esquivel
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate

Juan Carlos Monedero
Podemos
Spain

Martin Schulz
Former president of the
European Parliament (SPD)
Germany

Ernesto Samper
Former president of Unasur and former 
president of Colombia

Roberto Gualtieri
Member of European
Parliament (Democratic Party)
Italy

Domenico de Masi
Sociologist
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Noam Chomsky
Philosopher and
political activist

Danny Glover
UNICEF Goodwill
Ambassador and actor

Massimo D’Alema
Former Prime Minister of Italy

Cuauhtemóc Cárdenas Boaventura de Sousa Santos José “Pepe” Mujica
Former governor of Mexico City Professor at the

University of Coimbra
Former president 
of Uruguay
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THE FREE
LULA VIGIL
IN CURITIBA
The Free Lula Vigil, organized outside the 
Federal Police headquarters in Curiti-
ba since the day Lula was arrested, has 
turned into an important space of resis-
tance, and for increasing campaign visi-
bility, organizing activists, political educa-
tion, and coordinating initiatives.
People’s Committees’ militants from all 
over the country, social movements, and 
political parties that have joined in the 
campaign take turn in a permanent vigil. 
All day long they carry out an extensive 
program of talks, plus sharing informa-
tion on any visits paid to President Lula, 
and keeping our President’s spirits high 
with their now traditional “Good morn-
ing”, “Good afternoon”, and “Good Evening/
Night, President Lula”.

Monja budista Coen Roshi na 
Vigília Lula Livre após visita 
ao ex-presidente Lula.  
Foto: Cláudio Kbene

The construction of global peace has al-
ways been a main concern for Lula. Lula 
understands that the strengthening of 
Democracy and the reduction of inequal-
ities are the stepping stones for building 
a peace-loving society, in addition to his 
proactive position in the defense of non-vi-
olent solutions for any level of conflict. This 
made him, for example, to offer himself to 
mediate, in the capacity of President of 
the Republic, a nuclear deal with Iran and 
conflicts between Bolivia and Venezuela 
that might have ended in civil war.
In recognition for his actions in defense of 
peace, Nobel prize laureate Adolfo Pérez 
Esquivel submitted Lula’s name to the 
committee that every year chooses who 
will be honored with such a distinction. His 
nomination was endorsed by thousands 
of teachers, professors, and researchers, 
and also by more than 600,000 people in 
an online campaign.
Secrecy surrounds the name of the win-
ner, as well as that of other potential win-
ners. What matters most, however, is that 
the nomination itself and the massive mo-
bilization it generated worldwide suffice to 
show the admiration that millions of peo-
ple have for Lula and his work, even after 
so much persecution.

LULA, NOBEL 
PEACE PRIZE 

NOMINEE

Lula visits expansion works of 
the Salvador Subway Line 2. 
Photo: Ricardo Stuckert

Buddhist monk Coen Roshi 
at the Free Lula Vigil after 
visiting former President Lula.
Photo Cláudio Kbene 



 Dear friend, with each day I become more con-
cerned about what is happening in our Brazil. The 
news I get is about unemployment, schools and 
hospitals in crisis, the rolling back or even the end 
of programs designed to help the people, the re-
turn of hunger. I know they are handing over the 
country’s riches to foreigners, destroying, or pri-
vatizing what our people built with so much sacri-
fice. Betraying the national sovereignty.

  It is hard to keep one’s hope in a situation like 
this, but a Brazilian never gives up, isn’t that true? 
I never lose faith in our people, which helps me not 
to lose courage in the unfair prison I’ve been in for 
more than one year. You surely remember that on 
April 7, 2018, when I was saying goodbye to my 
friends in São Bernardo, I said that I was obeying 
the judge’s decision and that I was sure that my in-
nocence would still be acknowledged. And that the 
travesty of justice staged to arrest me without [my] 
having committed any wrongdoing would be an-
nulled. I still believe in that.

      Every day I wake up thinking I’m closer to free-
dom, because my case is a no-brainer. All it takes 
is reading the evidence my lawyers gathered: that 
the said triplex never belonged to me, neither de 
facto nor de jure, and that no money from Petro-
bras contracts was used either to build it or to ren-
ovate it. These are facts Sergio Moro himself recog-
nized when he replied to the defense’s appeal. 

     All it takes is analyzing the lawsuit with impar-
tiality to see that Moro was set on convicting me 
even before he accepted the prosecutor’s charges. 
He ordered my house to be broken into and for me 
to be taken by force to testify without ever having 
subpoenaed me. He gave the order to wiretap my 
telephone calls, my wife’s, my children’s, and even 
my lawyers’, which is something very serious in a 
democracy. He led the questionings, as if he were 
my accuser, and did not let the defense ask ques-
tions. He was a judge who had taken a side, the 
side of the accusation.

    The charge brought against me was so false 
and inconsistent that, in order to convict me, Moro 
changed the accusations made by the prosecutors. 
They charged me with having received a property 
in exchange for favors but, when they saw it was 
not mine, he convicted me on the basis that it had 
been “attributed” to me. They accused me of acts to 
benefit a company. But there has never been any 
act, so he convicted me for “undetermined acts”. 
That does not exist in the law, only in the mind of 
someone who wanted to convict anyway.

    His partiality was later confirmed after convict-
ing and jailing me. In July last year, when a federal 
court TRF4 judge ordered my release, Moro inter-
rupted his vacations to ask another judge to inter-
vene, a friend of his, who annulled the decision. In 
September, he did everything he could to prohibit 

me from giving an interview. I thought it was just 
small-mindedness, but I understood the reason 
when, on the eve of the election, he released a 
deposition by Palocci that was so fake that it was of 
no use in the case. What Moro wanted was to harm 
our candidate and help his own.

    If anyone was still in doubt about the side the 
judge had always been on and the reason for per-
secuting me, the doubt ended when he accepted to 
be Bolsonaro’s Minister of Justice. And the whole 
truth became clear: I was charged, tried, and con-
victed without any evidence to be kept from run-
ning in the elections. That was the only way his 
candidate would win. 

     The Constitution and the law establish that a 
case is void if the judge is not impartial and inde-
pendent. If the judge has personal or political in-
terest in a case, if he is a friend or an enemy of the 
person who is to be tried, he has to recuse himself. 
That’s what honest, honorable magistrates do. Not 
Moro. He always refused to recuse himself in my 
case, in spite of all the evidence that he was my 
political enemy.

    My lawyers appealed to the Supreme Federal 
Court so that I could finally have a fair trial, some-
thing I never had in Sergio Moro’s hands. Many 
powerful people, in Brazil and even in other coun-
tries, wish to prevent that or to keep postponing it, 
which ultimately is the same for someone who is 
unfairly jailed. 

     Some say that by annulling my lawsuit they 
will be annulling all of the Car Wash decisions, 
something that is a big lie, for before Justice each 
case is a different case. They also try to confuse 
[people], as when they say that my case can only 
be reviewed after an investigation is conducted 
into the messages being revealed over the last 
days between Moro and the prosecutors. But the 
point is that we filed this appeal in November last 
year, long before the Intercept journalists had re-
leased these messages. We have already submit-
ted enough evidence that the judge is under suspi-
cion and was not impartial. 

     All I hope for, dear friend, is for Justice to be 
finally made. All I want is the right to a fair trial, 
with an impartial judge, to be able to demonstrate 
with facts that I am innocent of all they charged me 
with. I want to be tried according to due process, on 
the basis of evidence, not of convictions. I want to 
be tried by the laws of my country, not by newspa-
per headlines. 

     The question I ask every day here where I am 
is only one: Why so much fear of the truth? The 
answer is of interest not only to me but to all those 
who expect Justice.

     I wish to say goodbye with a ‘see you soon, my 
friend’. Till the day of the liberating truth. A big hug,

Lula's letter to his friend, 
Brazilian former minister of 
foreign affairs, Celso Amorim

Lula
Curitiba, 24 june 2019 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF 
SOLIDARITY IN DEFENCE OF LULA 

AND DEMOCRACY IN BRAZIL
The International Committee of Solidarity in Defence of Lula 
and Democracy in Brazil is a broad and plural group com-

prised by national and international entities as well as person-
alities which defends democracy restoration for our country 

and the right of Lula to a fair and just trial.

Adress: Rua São Bento, 365, 20º andar Centro, São Paulo - SP, 01011-100 
Main Office: comitelulalivre@gmail.com 

Communication Department: imprensalulalivre@gmail.com
Whatsapp: 55 11 99690-3298 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE  
FREE LULA

Contact: lulalivre.comite@gmail.com
Facebook: @FreeLulaBrasil

Twitter:  @FreeLulaBrasil
Instagram: free.lula


